
Our Mission and Purpose: 
Abiding Peace Lutheran Church makes Christ known by welcoming all people to a supporting and accepting

place to grow in faith and community and to serve the lord as people created by god, saved by Christ and
nurtured by the holy spirit. we are a reconciling in Christ congregation, committed to the full inclusion and
celebration of people of all sexualities, genders, and gender expressions, and to the work of racial equity.

Phone: 973-691-9393 Website: www.abidingpeacechurch.org

March 2026 newsletter deadline: 2/27
Any news/ photos can be sent to Catherine 

aplcbuddlake@gmail.com
Worship: 10:00 AM
Online/ In-person

Abiding Peace Lutheran Church
VIEW FROM THE LAKE

Love as community
When the January 25 snowstorm interfered with our scheduled congregational
meeting, our executive Council discussed the possibility of holding our meeting
over Zoom, but we quickly rejected that option. While technology makes it
possible to get the “work” of a congregational meeting done remotely, we all
agreed about the importance of gathering. As a community, we need the chance
to be together, to experience the shared give and take, listening and learning of
making decisions for our community and one diverse but united body. Being
together is how we practice love.

This understanding of community offers, I think, an important contrast to the very
individual-based version of love that we get from society this time of year. As
Valentine’s Day approaches, we are increasingly presented with a narrow vision of
love as romance. Romantic love can be wonderful, of course, and worth
celebrating, but it does not encompass the totality of love for which we are
created. Human beings also need the love of friendship, family, and community.
The need for community becomes especially important at times of stress and fear.
Isolation makes us feel weaker and more afraid. But the chance to gather. To look
each other in the eyes, share food together, laugh, cry, sing, talk… these simple
activities strengthen us and embody for us the power of love. Love expressed in
community makes us feel more human. It grounds us in the assurance that we are
known. It reminds us that we are not alone, and it empowers us to be agents or
love, as well as assuring us that we will receive love. 

As division and suspicion increasingly characterize the public sphere in our
country, mental health experts are urging people to make time and intention for
community, because spending time with our people is like medicine for our
hearts. So, I want to encourage all of us in these weeks of pink and red hearts:
every time you see a reference to “love” in the coming week, remember how big
that word is. Think of all the people who add love to your life and all the ways that
you can add love to theirs. Let us all be people who celebrate the love of
community this month. 

 - Pastor Serena



February  Readings

Notes from Council

FEB. 1
Micah 6:1-8

Psalm 15
1 Corinthians

1:18-31
Matthew 5:1-12

FEB. 8
Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12]

Psalm 112:1-9 [10]
1 Corinthians 2:1-12

[13-16]
Matthew 5:13-20

FEB. 15
Exodus 24:12-18

Psalm 99
2 Peter 1:16-21
Matthew 17:1-9

FEB.22
Genesis 2:15-17;

3:1-7
Psalm 32

Romans 5:12-19
Matthew 4:1-11

Our January Council meeting was held on January 8 via
Zoom. The primary focus of the meeting was
preparation for the Annual Congregational Meeting,
including the finalization of the proposed 2026 Budget
and the agenda for the meeting. Beyond that, we also
discussed the potential to provide more support for the
Pride Mount Olive initiative, and agreed to host a Forum
on February 1 in order to gather and assess community
resources. 

Welcome to Our New members



Rise Against Hunger Invitation

Drakestown UMC is hosting a Rise Against Hunger meal packing
event 

Join the movement! 
Will you join us for an exciting, hands-
on volunteer opportunity to package

meals for global hunger relief? Check
out our Rise Against Hunger

Experience meal packaging event
details below. We hope to see you there

Rise Against Hunger works in countries
worldwide to fight hunger, targeting

communities facing high rates of food
insecurity.

February 22, 2026
2:00 PM to 4:00 PM

Drakestown UMC
6 Church

Hackettstown, NJ 07840
USA

908-852-4460 

http://events.riseagainsthunger.org/DrakestownUMC2026

You may register online for the shift you would like to take. Copy
the URL into your browser to sign up. Their Goal is to get 60

people. Their goal is to fill 10,000 meals. Their goal is to raise
$4,000.00.

http://events.riseagainsthunger.org/DrakestownUMC2026


February 8 :  Is the Congregational Meeting. There
will be a potluck lunch, so please sign up to bring

something. There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex
outside the office.

th

February 15 : is the Valentine's Day coffee hour.
Bring a Valentine's Day dessert to share with

everyone.

th

February 17   is the Shrove Tuesday pancake supper.
Pancakes will be served from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm.
Anyone interested in helping to prepare pancakes,

please let me know. You need to be at church by 5:00
pm to start cooking. My email is

normandy1956@optonline.net & my phone number is
(973) 398-9614.

th

February 18 : Abiding Peace is hosting the
community Ash Wednesday service. The service is at

7:30 pm & we will be providing refreshments after
the service. A sign-up sheet will be available so

please sign up to bring something.

th

In Christian Fellowship,
Demetria Laird

Please Make note of the events  in February



Food Pantry Needs for
February: 

Bread
Canned fruit
Canned tuna
Parmalat milk
Juice
Hot dogs & buns
Frozen meatballs
Mashed Potato mix
Crackers
Gluten free pastas

Tuesday’s at 7:00
Feb. 3 Tango

Feb. 10 West Coast
Swing

Feb. 17 Cha Cha
Feb. 24 Waltz

Tullo’s
Ballroom

THANKS A BUNCH!!

Thanks to everyone who donates
food to Faith Kitchen, and

everyone who comes to help
prepare the food. We usually

serve over 100 meals!! - Sibylle

Attention, UFO and Seniors.
We are on a winter break and

will resume again, weather
permitting, in March.



February Office Hours: 
Pastor Serena will be continuing her “split
schedule” for office hours most weeks in

February, holding office hours on Wednesday
afternoon/evening and on Thursday mornings.  
As always, check weekly bulletins and Monday

e-blast for weekly changes. In addition to
posted hours in the office, she is also available

to the congregation by cell phone or e-mail
during the week: (908) 458-3940;

pastorserena@optimum.net. Her day off is
Saturday, so please refrain from sending non-

emergency messages or calls on Saturday. 
 
 

Pastor:
Serena Rice

pastorserena@optimum.net
c: 908-458-3940
Music Director:
Ben Schroeder

benmschroeder@gmail.com
Administrative Assistant:

Catherine Belfiore
aplcbuddlake@gmail.com

Our Staff

Feb 2 – Feb 8
·Wednesday, Feb 4: 3:30 pm – 9:00 pm
·Thursday, Feb 5: 9:00 am-1:00 pm
·Sunday, Feb. 8: 9:00 am-1:00 pm

Feb 9 – Feb 15
· Wednesday, Feb 11: 3:30 pm – 9:00 pm
· Thursday, Feb 12: 9:00 am-1:00 pm
· Sunday, Feb. 15: 9:00 am-1:00 pm

Feb 16 – Feb 22
·Wednesday, Feb 18: 3:30 pm – 9:00 pm
·Thursday, Feb 19: 9:00 am-1:00 pm
·Sunday, Feb. 22: 9:00 am-1:00 pm

Feb 23 – Mar 1
·Wednesday, Feb 25: 3:30 pm – 9:00 pm
·Thursday, Feb 26: 9:00 am-1:00 pm
·Sunday, Mar. 1: 9:00 am-1:00 pm

COUNCIL &
MINISTRY

Officers
Co-Presidents
Vice President
Secretary 
Treasurer

Shelli Skeels / Heather Nilsen
Aaron Hyndmann

George Pawlo
Council Members

Christine Resciniti
Ken Schwier
Shelli Skeels
Sibylle Schroeder

Howard Corneilson
Maria Jerez-Kearney

Heather Nilseno
Aaron Hyndman

Ministry Leaders
Arts & Crafts
Christian Ed. & Youth
Evangelism
Fellowship
Finance
Financial Secretary
Messengers Dancers
Mutual Ministry
Property
Social Ministry
Seniors
Stewardship
Worship & Music

Sibylle Schroeder
Heather Nilsen

Aaron Hyndman
Demetria Laird
George Pawlo

Nita Persson
Mary Kasakove
Heather Nilsen

Vacant
Sibylle Schroeder
Sibylle Schroeder

Ken Schwier
Mary Kasakove



Shrove Tues.
Pancake
Supper, 6-
8pm

March 2026 newsletter
deadline: 2/27

Any news/ photos can be
sent to Catherine 

aplcbuddlake@gmail.com

February
2026
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AA @ 6:30pm

AA @ 6:30pm

AA @ 6:30pm

Zumba , 9:00am

Worship & 
Music

committee,
10:00 am 
via Zoom

Council Meeting,
 7:30 pm

Zumba, 9:00amt

Worship 10:00am Zumba, 9:00am

Worship 10:00am

Tullo’s Ballroom
 7pm. west Coast
 Swing

Tullo’s Ballroom
7pm.- Cha Cha

Tullo’s Ballroom
7pm. - Waltz

Did we miss a milestone?
Please email Catherine

aplcbuddlake@gmail.com
to keep us up to date!

 Congregational
Meeting, 11:00am Choir Rehearsal, 

7:30pm

Choir Rehearsal, 
7:30pm

Worship 10:00am

Faith Kitchen,
9:30am-12:30pm

Sunday School

Mount Olive
Manor Service,
4:30pm

Zumba, 9:00am

14

1 4 6 7

RIC Sunday  Forum
11:30am)

Ash Wednesday 
Service  7:30pm 

Happy
Valentine’s

 Day

February Birthdays
Feb. 4 Christoher Laird

Feb. 4 Alex Ponce
Feb. 5 Sheeba David

Feb.10 Kendra Prosser
Feb.17 Hannah Mueller
Feb.23 Kenneth Schwier

Sunday Worship
@10:00am 

Sunday School

Worship & 
Music,

 10:00am 
via Zoom

Grief & You
 Zoom Series
 – 7:00pm
 (Pr. Jack
DiMatteo)

Grief & You
Zoom Series –

7:00pm (Deacon
Karen Kelly)

Lament & Hope
Gathering, 
11:30 am

Grief & You 
Zoom Series –
7:00pm 
(Deacon Karen
Kelly)

Council Meeting,
 11:30 am Lenten Service,

 7:00pm

Soup Supper,
6:15am Newsletter

deadline

Tullo’s Ballroom
 7pm. - Tango


