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Welcome to Abiding Peace Lutheran Church!

Abiding Peace Lutheran Church makes Christ known by welcoming all people to a
supportive and accepting place to grow in faith and community and to serve the Lord
as people created by God, saved by Christ and nurtured by the Holy Spirit. We are a
Reconciling in Christ congregation, committed to the full inclusion and celebration
of people of all sexualities, genders, and gender expressions, and to the work of racial
e�uity.

�is welcome extends beyond all physical spaces and gatherings to include our trust
that God's Spirit gathers us in virtual worship, and sends us to share God's message of
love and hope even within the restrictions of social distancing.

�e ministry of Abiding Peace continues to be supported by the generous donations
of our community. While we worship remotely, please consider contributing to our
work through a variety of giving options, including donations through Venmo
(search for @Abiding-Peace-BuddLake), through on-line bill pay with your bank, or
by mailing your o�ering envelope to the church.
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Abidin� Peac� Luthera� Churc�
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Serena Rice, pastor • Benjamin Schroeder, music director

�e First Sunday of Advent

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

�e new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s readings
both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour
of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people on the holy
mountain and there will be no more war or su�ering. �ough we vigilantly watch for the
promised day of salvation, we wait for what we already have: Christ comes among us this
day as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the promises of God.

PRELUDE
Prelude on WACHET AUF arr. Lani Smith

tune by Philip Nicolai

GATHERING

GREETING
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ADVENT HYMN

All s�and, as able, and sing verse 1.  A�er the first candle of the Advent Wreath is li�, please sing verse 2.
ELW 257 O come, O come Emmanuel

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

A As we light the Advent candles, we call upon Christ, the Wisdom of
God.

C Christ, grant wisdom and understanding.
A Grant counsel and might, grant knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
C Come �uickly to us, Christ Jesus.

�e first candle is li�. �e congregation sings the second verse of the Advent Hymn.
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CONFESSION

Pastor Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel☩, who alone does wondrous
things.

People Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen.
Pastor Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins,

and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. God of new
beginnings,

Silence is kept for reflection

People We confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have
strayed from your paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. We
dishonor one another and your creation. Purify us with your re�ning
�re and set us again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit
worthy of repentance, and welcome your coming among us. Amen.

Pastor People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a
living sign. By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You
have put on☩ Christ, and your sins have been washed away. Rejoice in
the way of the Lord.

People Amen.

GATHERING HYMN
All sing, as able.
ELW 435 Lo, he comes with clouds descending
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P �e grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

KYRIE

All sing, as able.
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P Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.
C By your merciful protection save us from the threatening dangers of

our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

WORD

THE FIRST READING Isaiah 2:1-5
�e visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God es�ablishes a universal reign
of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community responds: “Let us walk in the
light of that Lord now!”

A A reading from the book of Isaiah:

�e word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw
concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

In days to come the mountain of the
LORD’s house shall be established as the
highest of the mountains, and shall be

raised above the hills; all the nations
shall stream to it. Many peoples shall
come and say, “Come, let us go up to the
mountain of the LORD, to the house of
the God of Jacob; that he may teach us
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his ways and that we may walk in his
paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth
instruction, and the word of the LORD
from Jerusalem. He shall judge between
the nations, and shall arbitrate for many

peoples; they shall beat their swords into
plowshares, and their spears into
pruning hooks; nation shall not li� up
sword against nation, neither shall they
learn war any more.

A �e Word of the Lord.
C �anks be to God.

THE PSALM (chanted responsively by verse) Psalm 122

1I was glad when they | said to me,
“Let us go to the house | of the LORD.”
2Now our | feet are standing
within your gates, | O Jerusalem.
3Jerusalem is built | as a city
that is at unity | with itself;
4to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the LORD,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the LORD.
5For there are the | thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the | house of David.
6Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem:
“May they pros- | per who love you.
7Peace be with- | in your walls
and �uietness with- | in your towers.
8For the sake of my kindred | and companions,
I pray for | your prosperity.
9Because of the house of the | LORD our God,
I will seek to | do you good.”
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THE SECOND READING Romans 13:11-14
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of Christ’s coming in
the future.

A A reading from Romans:

Besides this, you know what time it is, how
it is now the moment for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than
when we became believers; the night is far
gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside
the works of darkness and put on the armor

of light; let us live honorably as in the day,
not in reveling and drunkenness, not in
debauchery and licentiousness, not in
�uarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision
for the �esh, to gratify its desires

A �e Word of the Lord.
C �anks be to God.

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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THE GOSPEL Matthew 24:36-44
Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep change to our normal,
day-to-day lives. �erefore, he urges people to s�ay awake, be aware, and wait expec�antly, because the Son of
Man will come unannounced.

P �e Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 24th chapter:

Jesus said to the disciples, “About that day
and hour no one knows, neither the angels
of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.
For as the days of Noah were, so will be the
coming of the Son of Man. For as in those
days before the �ood they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage,
until the day Noah entered the ark, and they
knew nothing until the �ood came and
swept them all away, so too will be the
coming of the Son of Man. �en two will be
in the �eld; one will be taken and one will

be le�. Two women will be grinding meal
together; one will be taken and one will be
le�. Keep awake therefore, for you do not
know on what day your Lord is coming. But
understand this: if the owner of the house
had known in what part of the night the
thief was coming, he would have stayed
awake and would not have let his house be
broken into. �erefore you also must be
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an
unexpected hour.”

P �e Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN”S TIME

THE SERMON

Silence for reflection follows the sermon, then s�and for the singing of the Hymn of the Day.
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HYMN OF THE DAY

ELW 435 Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying
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THE APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, su�ered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci�ed, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come
to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for the
world that yearns for new hope.

A brief silence
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A God of promise, your goodness is everlasting. We give thanks for the
lives of the faithful who now rest in you. We trust that you will bring
us into the company of all the saints with rejoicing. God, in your
mercy,

C receive our prayers.
A God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the

church at home and around the world to the urgent needs of our time.
Break down barriers of culture and custom. Expose the sins of
prejudice and nationalism. Unite people of all faiths in your
redemptive and healing work. God, in your mercy,

C receive our prayers.
A God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gi�. Teach us

your ways of sharing resources and caring for life. Guard fragile
habitats, preserve the wild places, and protect endangered plants and
animals. God, in your mercy,

C receive our prayers.
A God of peace, you judge the nations. Beat our weapons into tools for

serving the neighbor. Convert our hearts to long for the well-being of
all. Strengthen the resolve of all who work for an end to war. We pray
for lasting peace in the land of Jesus’ birth, in Russia and Ukraine, and
in all lands where violence has a hold. God, in your mercy,

C receive our prayers.
A God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill

those who hunger. Comfort the grieving and attend to those near
death. Bring help and hope to any who are sick or needing your care.
We pray for all who are mourning and for all on our prayer list,
including Donna, Jeanne, Valeriy, Chris, Brenda, Linda, Pat, Mark, and
Mike. (Pause to allow additional prayers to be offered) We pray for all in
harm’s way, including essential workers, our armed forces, and all
serving overseas. God, in your mercy,

C receive our prayers.
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A God of community, you are present when we gather in your name.
Guide congregations that are stru�ling to �nd new life since the
pandemic. Give wisdom to congregational councils, call committees,
and ministry leaders. Keep us alert to unexpected opportunities for
mission. God, in your mercy,

C receive our prayers.
A God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather

our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In
Jesus’ name we pray.

C Amen.

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE

Pastor �e peace of the Lord be with you always.
People And also with you.

�e Ministers and People s�and and share the sign of peace.  A�erward, please be seated.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Chris�.

THE OFFERING
Now we join Christians all over the world in worshiping God through the giving of our financial resources, in
recognition and thanksgiving that all we have comes from God. In anticipation of the coming year of ministry,
we also offer our pledges for the work of the church in 2023.

P Let us with gladness present the o�erings of our life and labor to the
Lord.

DANCE OFFERING �e Messengers Sacred Dancers
O Come, O Come Emmanuel arr. Dennis Alexander
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OFFERTORY
All s�and, as able, and sing.

A Let us Pray. Eternal God, .
C you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty
ground. Receive these simple gi�s of bread, wine, and money, and
make us messengers of your mercy and love for all in need of your
healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the
promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things
new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you
for the birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the
light. Blessed are you for your promise to your people. Blessed are you
in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness
to your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,  the Word made �esh.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, a�er supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: �is cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
P With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us,

full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and
resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.

C Come, Lord Jesus.
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P Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal.
May your Word take �esh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your
light. Bring the gi� of peace on earth.

C Come, Holy Spirit.
P All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God

incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

P Be strong, do not fear!
C At this table we come to our God, who has come to save us.

You will be invited to come forward to the al�ar rail, collecting a cup from the usher. Please observe dis�ancing
at the rail, hold your hand flat for the bread and raise your cup for the chalice bearer to pour. You may leave
your cup in the basket in the front row when you return to your sea�.
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COMMUNION HYMN
All s�and, as able, and sing.
ELW 245 Creator of the stars of night
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S�and, if you are able

P �e body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.

C Amen

A Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing
heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the
day when all your promises will be ful�lled, sustain us and strengthen
us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming
to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.
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Please be seated

SENDING

THE BENEDICTION

P God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us
in the grace of the Holy Spirit,☩ bless you now and forever.

C Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING HYMN
All s�and, as able, and sing.
ELW 438 My Lord, what a morning
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DISMISSAL

A Go in peace. Christ is near.
C �anks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Postlude on BURLEIGH arr. Edwin T. Childs

Traditional Spiritual
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Next Week’s Lessons: Serving in Worship

Isaiah 11:1-10 Today, Nov. 27 Next Week, Dec. 4

Psalm 72:1-7 Altar Guild Demetria Laird TBD

Romans 15:4-13 Counter Nita Persson Sandy Carlson

Matthew 3:1-12 Assistant Minister Sibyller Schroeder Sue Stirrat

Communion Assist. Maria Kearney Mary Kasakove

Usher/Greeter/Acolyt
e

Cindy Pawlo Sibylle Schroeder

Soloist Robert Bowden TBD

Livestream Assistant Sheeba David Tyler Rice

OFFICE HOURS

Pastor Serena:
12/1: 10:00am-8:30pm
12/4: 9:00am-1:00pm

Keep �ese Friends in Your Prayers: �ose who are sick or in need: Emily Wager, Bill Phinney,
Joshua Olsen, Dawn Larsen, Jon, Cheryl Inglin, Judy Consentino, Jon & Maria, Sandy Kahler, Karen
�ualls, Elfriede & Dick Kiesling, Jim Tangen, Elisabeth & Otto Schroeder, Don Larsen, Joseph Horn,
Ryan Manhardt, Dan Scouten, Evelyn Woodru�, Grace Bessasparis, Jackson Cook, Donna Fahy,
Jeanne Scalora, Valeriy Braginets, Chris Bauer, Brenda Anderson, Linda Kahler, Pat Scalora, Mark
Dennis, Mike Urodzinski, John Corneilson, Tim O’Connor, Karen and Ken Predmore and family,
David Breault, Charles Wetzel, Gisela & Eddie Fritsch.

�ose in mourning: the Price family (mother of Carol Biunno), the Mueller Family, the family of Chris
VanBeveran (aunt of Pastor Serena), the family of Joey Scollins (nephew of Sandy Carlson) , the
family of Kenneth Johanson (uncle of Lynn Peterson) Please note: names of those in mourning will be
listed for 6 months but please keep them always in your prayers.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

~ Church o�ce hours: Pastor Serena generally holds o�ce hours on Wednesdays and Sundays. She is
also available for pastoral care by phone, zoom or other means on other days (Saturday is her day
o�). Our new o�ce administrator. If you have a need to access the church building, please contact
Pastor Serena.

~ Food Pantry Needs for November: Peanut Butter, Parmalat milk, fruit, juice, hot-dogs, frozen
meatballs, mashed potatoes, rice, Mac-and-cheese, crackers, cake mixes, Gluten free Pasta.
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~ Altar Flowers: Please consider signing up for altar �ower donations. Price: $17.50. If interested send
an email to Megan Coiley with your dedication and date you want the �owers on the Altar and send
your check to the church.

~ Interested in hosting a co�ee hour? Not hard. Just bring some store bought baked goods. Co�ee is
already prepared ahead of time by the Altar Guild. �uestions: Call Demetria Laird at 973-398-9614.

ART, MUSIC, AND LITURGY
Art:   Stephan’s �uintet, from NASA James Webb Space Telescope, AURA’S Space Telescope Science Institute, Baltimore,
MD. https://webbtelescope.org/contents/media/images/2022/034/01G7DA5ADA2WDSK1��PQ0PTG4A [retrieved
November 23, 2022].
Music: Unless otherwise noted, music is reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-700457 and CCLI #2840035.
Liturgy: Liturgy reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under License #14239-LIT.

�e remainder of this page has been le� blank for you to re�ect and take notes throughout the
service.
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Next week at Abiding Peace Next week at Abiding Peace
Sunday, November 27: 1st Sunday of Advent

● Worship Service, 10:00 a.m.
○ In-person and Live-streamed

● Con�rmation Class, 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Sunday, December 4: 2nd Sunday of Advent
● Worship Service, 10:00 a.m.

○ In-person and Live-streamed
● Con�rmation Class, 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Monday, November 28
● Children’s Church, 6:00 p.m., via Zoom

Monday, December 5
● Children’s Church, 6:00 p.m., via Zoom

Tuesday, November 29 Tuesday, December 6

Wednesday, November 30
● Sign committee meeting, 12:00 p.m., via

Zoom

Wednesday, December 7
● Sign committee meeting, 12:00 p.m., via

Zoom

�ursday, December 1
● Soup Supper, 6:30 p.m.
● Advent mid-week service, 7:00 p.m.

�ursday, December 8
● Soup Supper, 6:30 p.m.
● Advent mid-week service, 7:00 p.m.

Friday, December 2 Friday, December 9

Saturday, December 3 Saturday, December 10

Upcoming Events
Sunday, December 4

● RIC Forum - Signs & Displays
�ursdays, December 8, 15, 22

● Soup Supper, 6:30 p.m.
● Advent mid-week service, 7:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 11
● Intergenerational Sunday School, 11:15 a.m.

Sunday, December 18
● Prayer Partner Gi� Exchange, 11:15 a.m.

For all live-streamed services, click (or type) the link below:
https://www.facebook.com/AbidingPeaceChurch/live
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