
Easter is in March this year. The very last day of March,
but still March.

Those of us in the making-worship-happen-world can
tend to get a little bit grumpy when the
first Sunday after the first full moon after the Spring
Equinox (the formula that determines the date of Easter)
falls this early in the calendar. It makes the planning for
the flurry of special services in Lent and Holy Week feel
rushed, and thus increases the likelihood of liturgical
stress overlapping with winter blues.

This year, however, I am trying shift my perspective.
After all, Easter is the point. Lent is a meaningful season
that calls us into honest reflection and vulnerability
before God. And Holy Week pulls us into the depth and
power of God’s love expressed. But Easter is the point.
Easter is the culmination of the story without which the
rest of the story would lose its promise of hope. Easter is
the assurance that whatever struggles and pains (and
stresses, and bulletin typos, and scrambling for worship
assistants) we have experienced in the lead up, the end is
life
and life abundant. Easter is the reminder that even the
inevitability of death is defeated by God’s love.

Early Easter
By Pastor Serena

And this year, of all years, I think our community could
probably use an early Easter. We have been grappling with
questions and struggles and anxieties for a while now. We
have been taking steps forward, but also feeling the
stress of culture shifts and the need to invest our energy
and effort to bring to fruit the vision we have for our
future. And in the midst of all of this effort and angst, I
think we probably need the reminder of what it’s all about.
We need the
reminder of abundant life coming springing up where only
death seemed present. We need the promise and the hope
of resurrection.

So, if the bulletins have some mistakes… or we don’t quite
get the light-dimming right on Good
Friday… or if anything else gets missed or mixed up in the
scramble of early Easter, I am choosing to celebrate the
rush. Just like we can’t mess up worship, we can’t keep
Jesus in the tomb. 
And Thank God for that.
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Food Pantry Needs for
March

Parmalat Milk
Mac & Cheese (regular or gf)
Pasta (regular or gf)
Crushed Tomatoes
Beans
Rice
Vegetable Oil
PB & Jelly
Canned Fruit
Juice
Hot-Dogs and buns 
Vegan/vegetarian soups
Vegan/vegetarian protein
options 
Toiletries
Re-usable bags!

(proteins & breads must go
directly into freezer)

Office Hours
Pastor Serena will hold office hours on Thursdays
throughout Lent. The plans below may change, as

circumstances require – check weekly bulletins and
Monday e-blast for updates. In addition to posted hours

in the office, Pastor Serena is also available to the
congregation by cell phone or e-mail during the week:

(908) 458-3940; pastorserena@optimum.net. Her day off
is Saturday, so please refrain from sending non-

emergency messages or calls on Saturday.

Erin will be in the office Thursdays from 9:00-12:00, and
can be reached via email: 
aplcbuddlake@gmail.com

Pastor:
Serena Rice
pastorserena@optimum.net
c: 908-458-3940

Music Director:
Ben Schroeder
benmschroeder@gmail.com

Administrative Assistant:
Erin Porter
aplcbuddlake@gmail.com

Our Staff

Pastor’s March hours 
Feb 26 – Mar 3

Thursday, 2/29 – 4:00pm – 9:00pm
Sunday, 3/3 – 9:00am – 1:00pm

Mar 4 – Mar 10
Thursday, 3/7- 10:30am – 9:00pm
Sunday, 3/10 – 9:00am – 12:00pm

Mar 11 – Mar 17
 Thursday, 3/14 – 10:30 am – 9:00pm

 Sunday, 3/17 – 9:00am – 2:00pm
Mar 18 – Mar 24

 Thursday, 3/21 – 10:30am – 9:00pm
 Sunday, 3/24 – 9:00am – 2:00pm

Mar 25 – Mar 31
 Thursday, 3/28 – 10:30am – 9:00pm

 Friday, 3/29 – 6:00pm – 9:00pm
Saturday, 3/30 – 6:00pm – 9:00pm

Sunday, 3/31 – 7:00am – 12:00pm

Our food pantry has
been very busy the past

few months! Please
consider donating to
help our community.

March 2024 Council &
Ministry

Officers
President
Vice President
Secretary 
Treasurer

cindy pawlo
heather nilsen

jackie king-palermo
George Pawlo

Council Members
Cindy Pawlo
Ken Schwier
Shelli Skeels
Sibylle Schroeder
heather nilsen

JAckie king-palermo
Maria Jerez-Kearney

charlie palermo
Aaron Hyndman

Ministry Leaders
Arts & Crafts
Christian Ed. & Youth
Evangelism
Fellowship
Finance
Financial Secretary
Messengers Dancers
Mutal Ministry
Property
Social Ministry
Seniors
Stewardship
Worship & Music

Sibylle Schroeder
heather nilsen
Aaron Hyndman
Demetria Laird

George Pawlo
Nita Persson

Mary Kasakove
Heather Nilsen

Vacant
Sibylle Schroeder
Sibylle Schroeder

Nick Senior
Mary Kasakove



WORSHIP ASSISTANTS FOR HOLY WEEK
Holy week services are some of the most moving and
special services of the church year, and they take a

lot of volunteers to make them flow smoothly.
Whether or not you have ever been involved with
worship assistance roles before, please consider

volunteering for one or more of
these services:

Maundy Thursday
Assistant minister
Usher/acolyte
Communion assistant
Soloist
Livestream assistant

Easter Vigil
Assistant Minister

 Usher
 Lectors (5)

 Communion assistant
 Lights &amp; chimes

 Soloist
 Livestream assistants (2)

EASTER FLOWERS
There may still be patches of snow on

the ground, but it’s time to order
Easter flowers! If you would like to

make a contribution toward the
floral celebrations in our sanctuary
on Easter Sunday, please submit your

payment and dedications to the church
office by Sunday, March 24.

Dedications may be made either “in
memory of” or “in honor of.”

March Fellowship Events

Chili Cook-ofF
Bring your favorite chili recipes and your appetite to our annual chili cook- off

which will be March 2, 2024 from 5:30 to 7:30 pm.

St. Patrick’s Day
Bring your favorite green or Irish desserts on March 17th for our St. Patrick’s

Day coffee hour.

Midweek Lenten Soup Suppers and Service
Our midweek soup suppers and Lenten services continue throughout the

month of March. Soup supper will be held March 7th, 14th, and 21st with soup at
7 followed by the service at 7:30.

Holy Week
Join us for Palm Sunday March 24th. We’re planning to have a luncheon

following our service to welcome our Korean congregation. 

The APLC Passover Seder and Easter Brunch are still planned for 
the 28th and 31st respectively.

March Readings
3/3

Exodus 201:1-17
Psalm 19

1 Corinthians 1:18-25
John 2:13-22

3/10
Number 21:4-9

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
Ephesians 2:1-10

John 3:14-21
3/17

Genesis 9:8-17
Psalm 25:1-10

1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:9-15

3/24
Mark 11:1-11

Isaiah 50:4-9a
Philippians 2:5-11
Mark 14:1--15:57

3/31
Acts 10:34-43

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Mark 16:1-8

March 2024

Good Friday
Assistant minister

Usher/acolyte
Cross-procession

Lights
Soloist

Livestream assistant



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

March Birthdays!
3/10 - Erin Porter
3/11 - Tyler Rice

3/11 - Marco Ponce Jr.
3/14 - Serena Rice

3/31
Easter sunrise

service 7:00
AM

March 2024

Did we miss a birthday?  Please email Erin
(aplcbuddlake@gmail.com) to keep us up to date!

3/3
Worship 10:00

Outreach
forum 11:30

3/10
Worship 10:00 

Inaugural 3-5
y/o Sunday

School class @
11:00

3/17
Worship 10:00

Council
Meeting 11:30

3/24
Worship 10:00 
Forum on Bible

Translations
11:30am

Luncheon with Mok
Yang Korean

Church 12:30pm

3/1 3/2

3/4 3/5
Faith Kitchen

9:00am-
12:30pm

3/6
AA 6:30 PM

Financial
Strategy Team

meeting @
6:00pm

3/7
Worship &Music

Committee meeting
1:00pm

Children’s Church  
6:30 

Lenten Soup Supper
7:00pm

Lenten mid-week 
service 7:30pm
Choir Rehearsal 

8:00

3/14
Children’s Church

6:30 
Lenten Soup

Supper 7:00pm
Lenten mid-week 
service 7:30pm
Choir Rehearsal 

8:00
3/21

Prayer Service for Mt
Olive Manor 4:30pm
Children’s Church

6:30 
Lenten Soup Supper

7:00pm
Lenten mid-week 
service 7:30pm
Choir Rehearsal 

8:00

3/28
Seder Meal

6:30pm

Maundy
Thursday service

7:30pm

3/13
AA 6:30 PM

3/20
Seniors

Ministry Tea
Party 2:00pm

AA 6:30 PM

3/27
AA 6:30 PM

3/12

3/8

3/15

3/9

3/11

3/18 3/19 3/22 3/23

3/25 3/26

3/16

3/29
Good Friday

service
7:30pm

3/30
Easter Vigil
Service 7:30

PM 




