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Welcome to Abiding Peace Lutheran Church! 

 

 

 

 

 

Abiding Peace Lutheran Church makes Christ known by welcoming all people to 

a supportive and accepting place to grow in faith and community and to serve the 

Lord as people created by God, saved by Christ and nurtured by the Holy Spirit. 

We are a Reconciling in Christ congregation, committed to the full inclusion and 

celebration of people of all sexualities, genders, and gender expressions, and to 

the work of racial equity. 

In-person visitors are invited to share your contact information with the greeter, 

if you would like a follow up with the pastor. Thank you for blessing us with your 

presence. We welcome children to worship and we encourage their participation, 

including their wiggles and child voices. There is a seating area at the back of the 

sanctuary with room for little ones to crawl around. If desired, there is also a 

nursery room available, accompanied by parents or guardians. 

Offering: The ministry of Abiding Peace is supported by the generous donations 

of our community. Please consider supporting our work through a variety of 

giving options, including donations through Venmo (search for 

@Abiding-Peace-BuddLake), through on-line bill pay with your bank, mailing 

your offering envelope to the church, or plate giving. 

Holy Communion: We commune at the altar rail. Please collect an individual 

cup from the usher when you come forward, or come forward at the end for the 

common cup. We offer either wine or juice and gluten-free bread. If you are 

unable to come forward to receive communion, the usher can bring communion 

to you. You are also welcome to come forward with arms crossed for a blessing. 
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Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

WORDS FOR REFLECTION  

It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and 

the weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long 

for the day that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering. Having both 

weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of God, and 

from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy. 

 

PRELUDE 

Comunione​ Settimio Zimarino 

​  

GATHERING  

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P​ Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures 

forever. 

C​ Amen. 

P​ Together in community, let us confess to God all that separates us from 

love. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P​ Compassionate God, 

C​ we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we 

cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is 

easy, and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In 

Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
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P​ Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy 

burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Creator, ☩ Redeemer, and 

Sustainer, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 

C​ Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN​ ​ ​           O Holy Spirit, Enter In ELW 786 

 

Text: Michael Schirmer, 1606 - 1673; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, adapt. Music: WIE SCHÖN LEUCHTET. Philip Nicolai, 1556-1608  
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P​ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C​ And also with you. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
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P​ The Lord be with you. 

C​ And also with you. 

P​ Let us pray. Faithful God, 

C​ most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness 

and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, 

that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

THE FIRST READING​ Genesis 28:10–19a 

God’s graciousness to Jacob is shown in God’s revelation of the divine self to the 

patriarch, who is running for his life after cheating his brother Esau out of the family 

inheritance. Jacob promises that if God brings him back to the land, he will be loyal to 

God and give God a tenth of everything (vv. 20-22). 

L​ A reading from Genesis. 

 

Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward 

Haran. He came to a certain place and 

stayed there for the night, because the 

sun had set. Taking one of the stones of 

the place, he put it under his head and 

lay down in that place. And he 

dreamed that there was a stairway set 

up on the earth, the top of it reaching 

to heaven, and the angels of God were 

ascending and descending on it. And 

the Lord stood beside him and said, “I 

am the Lord, the God of Abraham your 

father and the God of Isaac; the land 

on which you lie I will give to you and 

to your offspring, and your offspring 

shall be like the dust of the earth, and 

you shall spread abroad to the west 

and to the east and to the north and to 

the south, and all the families of the 

earth shall be blessed in you and in 

your offspring. Know that I am with 

you and will keep you wherever you go 
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and will bring you back to this land, for 

I will not leave you until I have done 

what I have promised you.” Then 

Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 

“Surely the Lord is in this place—and I 

did not know it!” And he was afraid 

and said, “How awesome is this place! 

This is none other than the house of 

God, and this is the gate of heaven.” 

​ So Jacob rose early in the morning, 

and he took the stone that he had put 

under his head and set it up for a pillar 

and poured oil on the top of it. He 

called that place Bethel. 

 

L​ ​ The Word of the Lord. 

C​ Thanks be to God. 

 

THE PSALM​ Psalm 139:1–12, 23–24 

The Psalm will be read responsively, by verse. 

1​ Lord, you have searched me out; 

  ​ O Lord, you have known me. 

2​ You know my sitting down and my rising up; 

  ​ you discern my thoughts from afar. 

3​ You trace my journeys and my resting-places 

  ​ and are acquainted with all my ways. 

4​ Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, 

  ​ but you, O Lord, know it altogether. 

5​ You encompass me, behind and before, 

  ​ and lay your hand upon me.  ​  

6​ Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

  ​ it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 

7​ Where can I go then from your Spirit? 

  ​ Where can I flee from your presence? 

8​ If I climb up to heaven, you are there; 

  ​ if I make the grave my bed, you are there also. 

9​ If I take the wings of the morning 

  ​ and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
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10​ even there your hand will lead me 

  ​ and your right hand hold me fast. 

11​ If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, 

  ​ and the light around me turn to night,” 

12​ darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day; 

  ​ darkness and light to you are both alike. 

23​ Search me out, O God, and know my heart; 

  ​ try me and know my restless thoughts. 

24​ Look well whether there be any wickedness in me 

  ​ and lead me in the way that is everlasting. 

 

THE SECOND READING​ Romans 8:12–25 

For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which 

enables us to pray as God’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us 

unseen hope that God will liberate us and creation from bondage to death and decay. 

L​ A reading from Romans. 

 

So then, brothers and sisters, we are 

obligated, not to the flesh, to live 

according to the flesh—for if you live 

according to the flesh, you will die, but 

if by the Spirit you put to death the 

deeds of the body, you will live. For all 

who are led by the Spirit of God are 

children of God. For you did not 

receive a spirit of slavery to fall back 

into fear, but you received a spirit of 

adoption. When we cry, “Abba! 

Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing 

witness with our spirit that we are 

children of God, and if children, then 

heirs: heirs of God and joint heirs with 

Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so 

that we may also be glorified with him. 

​ I consider that the sufferings of this 

present time are not worth comparing 

with the glory about to be revealed to 

us. For the creation waits with eager 

longing for the revealing of the 

children of God, for the creation was 

subjected to futility, not of its own will, 

but by the will of the one who 

subjected it, in hope that the creation 

itself will be set free from its 

enslavement to decay and will obtain 

the freedom of the glory of the children 

of God. We know that the whole 
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creation has been groaning together as 

it suffers together the pains of labor, 

and not only the creation, but we 

ourselves, who have the first fruits of 

the Spirit, groan inwardly while we 

wait for adoption, the redemption of 

our bodies. For in hope we were saved. 

Now hope that is seen is not hope, for 

who hopes for what one already sees? 

But if we hope for what we do not see, 

we wait for it with patience. 

 

L​ ​ The Word of the Lord. 

C​ Thanks be to God. 

Please stand, if you are able. 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

THE GOSPEL​ Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43 

Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s 

judgment will remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human 

history. 

P​ The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter: 

C​ Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus put before the crowds another 

parable: “The kingdom of heaven may 

be compared to someone who sowed 

good seed in his field, but while 

everybody was asleep an enemy came 

and sowed weeds among the wheat and 

then went away. So when the plants 

came up and bore grain, then the 

weeds appeared as well. And the slaves 

of the householder came and said to 

him, ‘Master, did you not sow good 

seed in your field? Where, then, did 

these weeds come from?’ He answered, 

‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves 
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said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go 

and gather them?’ But he replied, ‘No, 

for in gathering the weeds you would 

uproot the wheat along with them. Let 

both of them grow together until the 

harvest, and at harvest time I will tell 

the reapers, Collect the weeds first and 

bind them in bundles to be burned, but 

gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 

​ Then he left the crowds and went 

into the house. And his disciples 

approached him, saying, “Explain to us 

the parable of the weeds of the field.” 

He answered, “The one who sows the 

good seed is the Son of Man; the field 

is the world, and the good seed are the 

children of the kingdom; the weeds are 

the children of the evil one, and the 

enemy who sowed them is the devil; 

the harvest is the end of the age, and 

the reapers are angels. Just as the 

weeds are collected and burned up 

with fire, so will it be at the end of the 

age. The Son of Man will send his 

angels, and they will collect out of his 

kingdom all causes of sin and all 

evildoers, and they will throw them 

into the furnace of fire, where there 

will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

Then the righteous will shine like the 

sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let 

anyone with ears listen!” 

 

P​ ​ The Gospel of the Lord. 

C​ Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

 

THE SERMON 

 

Silence for reflection follows.  All stand and sing the Hymn of the Day. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                  The Reign of God, like Farmer’s Field ACS 952 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

C    I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day, he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 

at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 

and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A​ Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the 

church, the world, and all of creation. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
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A​ God our hope, the message of your salvation is planted among us at all 

times, even when our experiences also plant ideas and patterns that cause us 

harm. We give you thanks for the witness of all the saints who shine like the sun 

in your presence, and remind us of the promise of the harvest. God of grace, 

C​ hear our prayer. 

A​ God our source, protect your church from those who sow weeds among the 

wheat. Where we trade grace for judgment, restore us, and where we get lost 

among the complexities of life, guide us. God of grace, 

C​ hear our prayer. 

A​ God our creator, sustain creation in all its interconnected places, including 

those not easily seen; the depths of oceans, invisible pollutants, microscopic 

plants and animals, galaxies beyond our own. May we share earth’s dedication to 

hope for what we do not yet see. God of grace, 

C​ hear our prayer. 

A​ God our soil, we yearn to live on your lands and waters with justice and in 

righteousness. Reform the hearts of all in authority, that our leaders may 

prioritize the good of all for whom they are responsible and may govern with 

wisdom and compassion. God of grace, 

C​ hear our prayer. 

A​ God our rock, be a source of constancy for those whose lives have been 

uprooted by war, eviction, detention, global climate change, unemployment, 

harassment, false witness to their character, or illness or injury. We pray for all 

who are mourning and for all on our prayer list, including Carol, Shariff, Lisa, 

Maxine, Samy, David, Peter, Joan, Jose, Brian, Joseph, Jenn, Nancy, Sue, and 

Mary & Gene. (Pause to allow additional prayers to be offered.) We pray for all 

in harm’s way, including essential workers, our armed forces, and all serving 

overseas. God of grace, 

C​ hear our prayer. 

A​ God our teacher, protect, guide and provide for all summer school 

educators, students, and coaches, daycare professionals, librarians, teachers 

preparing for the coming academic year, youth becoming first-time babysitters, 

and summer camp staff and campers, including everyone at Crossroads, 

especially the Flores Family. God of grace, 

C​ hear our prayer. 
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A​ Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we 

cast all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. 

C​ Amen. 

 

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 

P​ The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C​ And also with you. 

 

The Ministers and People share the sign of peace. Afterward, please be seated. 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

THE OFFERING 

Now we join Christians all over the world in worshiping God through the giving of our 

financial resources, in recognition and thanksgiving that all we have comes from God. 

P​ Let us with gladness present the offerings of our life and 

labor to the Lord. 

 

OFFERTORY​  

Dearest Jesus, We Are Here​ Kevin Hildebrand 

 

All stand, as able, and sing. 
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A​ Loving God, 

C​ we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us to trust 

your provision and share freely of your love, so that all creation can 

taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the 

Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

14 



P​ It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 

Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 

glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 

choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

 

P ​ Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and 

suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his 

arms to all. 
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On the night when he was betrayed, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 

this in remembrance of me.” 

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his 

coming in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 

wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our 

Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and 

forever. 

C​ Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

P​ Unite us in your Spirit as we pray: 

C​ Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

P​ Heaven has come near. 

C​ We come to share in the holy feast! 

You will be invited to come forward to the altar rail, collecting a cup from the usher. 

Please observe distancing at the rail, hold your hand flat for the bread and raise your 

cup for the chalice bearer to pour. You may leave your cup in the basket in the front 

row when you return to your seat. 
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COMMUNION HYMN​ Don’t Be Worried TFF 212 
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Text: Grayson Warren Brown, b. 1948; based on Psalm 37. Music: Grayson Warren Brown, b.1948; arr. Grayson Warren Brown, Val Parker, and Larry Adams. © 

1992 Grayson Warren Brown, admin. OCP Publications. 

 

Stand, if you are able. 

P​ The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. 

C​ Amen. 

A​ Compassionate God, 

C​ through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 

abundance of your love. Strengthen us through this holy meal, so that 
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we may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this 

in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
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BENEDICTION 

P​ May the Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and 

hold you today and always. 

C​ Amen. 

Please be seated. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

SENDING HYMN ​ Neither Death nor Life (vs. 1–4) ELW 622 

All stand, as able, and sing. 
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DISMISSAL 

A​ Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

C​ Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

On Our Way Rejoicing​ John S.B. Monsell 

​ arr. Frances R. Havergal 

​  

 

Former member Karen Coates is a 1968 graduate of Westminster Choir College, 

now part of Rider University. She has played organ on a substitute basis for 

many area churches. She finds it interesting to learn other Christian worship 

traditions. "Everything from the Roman Catholic Mass to Christian Science". 

Karen resides with her husband, Thom, in Landing, NJ. 

​  

The altar flowers are donated by Sandy Carlson, in honor of all our pets, 

forever loyal and forever loved. 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Pastor Serena: No weekday office hours; surgery on 7/22. Sunday, July 26, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., 
Catherine: Thursday, July 23 9:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. 
Keep These Friends in Your Prayers: Those who are sick or in need: Joshua Olsen, Jon, Cheryl Inglin, 
Judy Consentino, Jon & Maria, Sandy Kahler, Karen Qualls, Jim Tangen, Don Larsen, Joseph Horn, 
Ryan Manhardt, Grace Bessasparis, Jackson Cook, Donna Fahy, Jeanne Scalora, Valeriy Braginets, 
Linda Kahler, Mark Dennis, John Corneilson, Karen & Ken Predmore, David Breault, Charles 
Wetzel, Patricia Coats, Alia Duffy, Aimee Nilsen, Lydia Millner, Dean Kowal, April Inglin, Bella 
Adams, Bodhi Maslow, Barbara P, Susan & William Swainy, Scott Schaefer, George Schroeder, 
Sibylle Scheiermann, Leslie Picinich, Hailey Ochs Plante, Kate Draven, Dawn Huber, Heinz, Ellen 
Parker, Vicki Gentler, Carol Baker, Shariff Stewart, Lisa Wolper, Maxine Wolper, Samy Dawood, 
David Laird, Peter Jensen, Joan Lewis, Jose, Brian Henkel, Joseph DeSantis, Jenn DiDino, Nancy 
Tullo, Sue Corneilson, Mary & Gene Kasakove, Barb Phinney, Sarah Laird, Judy Wayman, Willey 
Langley, Courtney & Austin Eddington, Carol Schenck, Gray Lerner, Serena Rice, the Bevill Family, 
Teddy Favret, Kendal Ehrke, and Sunanda (Elizabeth) Maddela. 

Those in mourning: Those mourning Jean (Moore) Milstead, The friends and family of the Benoit 
family who suddenly lost their daughter; The family and friends of Judy Day. The family of Tom 
Reed; the loved ones of Judith Evans (Pastor Serena’s aunt), Evelyn Jorgensen and family mourning 
the loss of her half-brother, Rüdiger; Ellen Lewis and family mourning the loss of Mike Lewis; The 
Persson Family on the loss of Kayla; Those mourning Dan Filin (partner of Pastor Serena’s mom); The 
family of Dawn Parks; The loved ones of Carole Ernstrom; Those mourning Maria’s mother, Juanita; 
The friends and family of Kenneth Johanson. 
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Next Week’s Lessons: Serving in Worship 

Genesis 29:15-28  Today, 7/19 Next Week, 7/26 

Psalm 105:1-11, 45b Altar Guild Sandy Carlson Sandy Carlson 

Romans 8:26-39 Counter Nita Persson Anna Santino 

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 Assistant Minister Doug Laird Demetria Laird 

 Lector Roy Persson Cindy Vittitow 

 Communion Assist. George Pawlo Doug Laid 

 Usher/Greeter Sandy Carlson Cindy Pawlo 

 Acolyte Mary Kasakove Doug Laird 

 Soloist Aaron Hyndman Shelli Skeels 

 Livestream Assistant Tyler Rice Nick Senior 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

~ Church office hours: During the Summer, Pastor Serena will generally hold office hours on 
Wednesday afternoon/evenings, Thursday mornings, and Sundays. She is also available for pastoral 
care by phone, zoom or other means on other days (Saturday is her day off). Our office 
administrator, Catherine, is in the office on Thursday mornings, unless otherwise noted in the 
bulletin. If you have a need to access the church building, please contact Pastor Serena. 

~ Food Pantry Needs for July: Cereal, canned soup, pasta sauce, Parmalat milk, fruit, juice, hot-dogs 
& buns, frozen meatballs, mashed potatoes, rice, crackers, cake mixes, gluten free pasta. 

~ Altar Flowers: Please consider signing up for altar flower donations. Price: $17.50. If interested send 
an email to Catherine (aplcbuddlake@gmail.com) with your dedication and date you want the 
flowers on the Altar and send your check or Venmo payment (with explanatory note) to the church. 

~ Interested in hosting a coffee hour? Not hard. Just bring some store bought baked goods. Coffee is 
already prepared ahead of time by the Altar Guild. Questions: Call Demetria Laird at 973-398-9614. 

ART, MUSIC, AND LITURGY 
Art: Photo by Evi Radauscher on Unsplash. Non-commercial use permitted. 
Music: Unless otherwise noted, music is reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-700457 and CCLI #2840035. Liturgical music: 
Festival of Joy by Benjamin Schroeder © 2022 Benjamin Schroeder. Used by permission. 
Liturgy: Liturgy reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under License #14239-LIT.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 



 
 

This week at Abiding Peace Next week at Abiding Peace 
Sunday, July 19: 

●​ Worship Service, 10:00 a.m. - In-person 
and Live-streamed 

●​ National Ice Cream Day, 11:30 a.m. 
Sundae bar fellowship hour. 

Sunday, July 26: 
●​ Worship Service with grab-bag sermon, 

10:00 a.m. - In-person and Live-streamed 
●​ Fellowship Time 

Monday, July 20: Monday, July 27: 
●​ Newsletter Deadline 

Tuesday, July 21: Tuesday, July 28: 

Wednesday, July 22: 
●​ Please pray for Pastor’s surgery. 
●​ AA meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, July 29: 
●​ AA meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

Thursday, July 23: Thursday, July 30:  
●​ Council Meeting, 7:30 p.m. via zoom 

Friday, July 24: Friday, July 31: 

Saturday, July 25: 
●​ Zumba, 9:00 a.m. 

 

Saturday, August 1: 
●​ Zumba, 9:00 a.m. 
●​ Vigil for Peace, Loyola Jesuit Center, 

7:00 p.m.  

Upcoming Events 

Sunday, August 16, 2:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. – Giant Church Picnic @ Crossroads Camp  
Sunday, August 23, 11:00 a.m. – Ministry Opportunities Coffee Hour 

 
Have any ideas? Ask for help to plan it! 

 
For all live-streamed services, click (or type) the link below: 

https://www.facebook.com/AbidingPeaceChurch/live 
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